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It’s September at Rockwall High School and the 2016-2017 school year 

is running in full swing now!  This month, the counselors are featuring 

Sam Houston State University as the college of the month.  Please check 

out our Happenings section to find out all that is going on during the 

month of September in the counseling center and read our Topic of the 

Month section on Getting Organized!  The newsletter  

contains information that pertains to all grade levels 

so please take the time to read 

through it and visit the Coun-

seling Center in person and on 

our website. 

College of the Month 
Sam Houston State University 

 
Overview 
Located in Huntsville, TX, Sam Houston State University was 
founded 137 years ago and named for General Sam Houston, 
one of Texas’ greatest heroes.  SHSU strives to meet the 
needs of contemporary students, both traditional and online.  
SHSU strives to honor its historical roots through academic 
excellence and was recently recognized by U.S. News and 
World Report for being among the best in the country for 
online graduate programs.   It is the twelfth largest university 
in the state of Texas and its mission is to provide high quality 

education, scholarship, and service to qualified students for the benefit of regional, state, 
national and international constituencies. 
 

- Visit their web site at www.shsu.edu for more information -  

Quick Facts 

 Year founded: 1879 

 Colleges and schools: 7 

 Total students: 20,120 

 Student to Faculty Ratio = 25:1 

 Undergraduate Degree Programs: 80+ 

 Master’s Degree Programs: 50+ 

 Doctoral Degree Programs: 6 

 Undergraduate Estimated Cost 
(per semester): $8,649 

 17 NCAA Division 1 sports teams 

 Colors: Orange & Blue 

Admission Requirements 

 Top 25% = no minimum ACT or SAT score 

 2nd Quartile = 20 (ACT); 960 (SAT) 

 3rd Quartile = 23 (ACT); 1060 (SAT) 

 4th Quartile = academic review only 
 
Other Info 

 Criminal Justice program ranked in U.S. Top 5 
by Journal of Criminal Justice 

 Ranked one of the top “Low cost colleges 
with high starting salaries for graduates” 

 Top 10% among America’s “Safest Colleges” 
according to the Daily Beast 
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Happenings 
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What’s going on in the Counseling Center during September? 

Now that the school year has begun and the first week of school has ended, there should be no more schedule changes 

happening.  If a student wishes to drop out of a Pre-AP or AP class, their next window of opportunity will be at the end of 

the first grading term.  During September, counselors will be reviewing senior transcripts to make sure they are in all  

necessary classes for graduation.  Counselors will also be preparing folders for senior meetings, which will take place during 

the week of September 12th - 16th in the counseling center.  In addition to reviewing transcripts, counselors will also be  

verifying the status of EOC tests for all seniors.  If any senior still needs to pass an EOC test, they will have an opportunity to 

do so during the December re-test.  The week of September 5th - 9th is College Week at RHS!  During this week, we  

encourage teachers and parents to have conversations with students of all ages about college.  Students are encouraged to 

wear college spirit wear all week OR they can wear camouflage to show support for the military and those students who 

plan on joining the military after high school.  College Night is on Monday, September 12th from 6-8 pm and will take place 

here at Rockwall High School.  There will be over 100 colleges represented and  

representatives will be available for students to meet and learn more about their  

institutions.  Additionally, there will be information sessions regarding financial aid and 

special needs accommodations in college. 

Who’s my counselor & how do I contact him/her? 

Student Last Name Counselor’s Name Phone # E-mail 

A—Coo Beth Morrison 469.698.7211 Beth.Morrison@rockwallisd.org 

Cop—G Kim Gamble 469.698.7289 Kimberly.Gamble@rockwallisd.org 

H—I Katie Duran 469.698.7208 Katie.Duran@rockwallisd.org 

J—N Luke Hurst 469.698.7209 Luke.Hurst@rockwallisd.org 

O—So Michael Jones 469.698.7210 Michael.Jones@rockwallisd.org 

Sp—Z Kristie Szafranski 469.698.7212 Kristina.Szafranski@rockwallisd.org 

504  

Coordinator 
Tobie Wortham 972.771.7339 Tobie.Wortham@rockwallisd.org 

Registrar Margaret Mayo 469-698.7213 Margaret.Mayo@rockwallisd.org 

Secretary Yadira Galope 469.698.7207 Yadira.Galope@rockwallisd.org 

http://www.rockwallisd.com/rockwall/counseling-center-2 
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Topic of the Month 
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Do you waste time looking for things? Do you forget to bring what you need to class?  

Are there loose papers in your notebooks? Do you finish assignments at the last minute? 

 

If you answered yes to any of the above, you may want to work on improving your organization skills.  Being organized isn’t hard, but it is a 

skill that needs to be developed and practiced.  Being organized makes your day run smoother and it saves you time.  It also helps you feel 

like you are in control and on top of things.  Being organized will not only make you a better  student, it will help you succeed in your career, 

and in life.   

 

When our students are struggling in classes, often times it is because they are not turning in homework and they are not adequately prepar-

ing for tests and quizzes.  Usually they will say that they “forgot” to do something or that they didn’t know a test was coming up.  We always 

encourage them to try to keep a daily planner to help the get more organized.  Organization plays a big part in students’ success in school.  

Here are some more tips on how to get organized in high school! 

 

Organization Tips 

 Study Area—Your study area should be comfortable, quiet, well-lit, and have a surface for writing.  Equip your study area with everything 

you need (e.g., paper, pencils, pens, calculator). 

 Pocket Folders—Have a different colored pocket folder for each class.  Use these folders for handouts, returned papers, and homework 

assignments.  When a folder starts to get full, throw out anything you don’t need, and put papers you want to keep (review sheets, re-

turned tests, etc.) in a home file. 

 Notebooks—Use a three-ring notebook with tabs for different classes.  Three-ring notebooks work well because you can easily insert 

handouts, and if you’re absent, you can copy a classmate’s notes and insert them in your notebook where they belong.  Keep a 3-hole 

punch in your notebook—you can then insert handouts as soon as you get them. 

 Have Phone Numbers for Classmates—Have a phone number for at least one person in each class.  If you miss a class or have a question 

about an assignment, you’ll then have someone to call. 

 Develop Routines—Have a morning routine that gets your day off to a good start.  Get up early enough to eat a good breakfast and not be 

hurried.  Before you go to bed, get everything ready for the next day.  Put your book bag and anything else you need in the same place 

each night.  If there’s something you need to remember in the morning, leave yourself a note. 

 Eliminate Clutter—Put away or get rid of the things you don’t need. 

 Use a Monthly Calendar—A monthly calendar (either digital or hard copy in a planner) can 

help you keep track of major events, project deadlines, vacations, etc. 

 Create a Study Plan—Know when you study best and create a study plan that works for you.  

Identify anything that could interrupt your study plan and figure out how you can eliminate or 

avoid it. 

 Organize and Save Computer Work—Make sure that you save your work often.  Regularly 

back up, clean up, and organize your computer files. 

 Make To-Do Lists—Having a to-do list allows you to focus on what you need to do, instead of 

wasting time worrying about how you’re going to get everything done.  Focus on one task at a 

time and at the end of the day, put any unfinished tasks on the next day’s to-do list. 

http://www.rockwallisd.com/rockwall/counseling-center-2 
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Save the Date 
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Mark your calendars for these important upcoming events... 

Event Date 

Labor Day—No School September 5th 

College Week 

(wear college spirit wear or camouflage) 
September 6th - 9th 

Open House September 8th (6:00 - 8:00 pm) 

RISD College Night @ 

Rockwall High School 
September 12th (6:00 - 8:00 pm) 

Senior Meetings September 12th - 16th 

Early Release @12:45 September 14th 

End of 1st Six Weeks September 30th 

Test Date Registration 
Deadline 

Late Registration 
Deadline  

(fees apply) 

Oct. 1, 2016 Sept. 1, 2016 Sept. 20, 2016 

Nov. 5, 2016 Oct. 7, 2016 Oct. 25, 2016 

Dec. 3, 2016 Nov. 3, 2016 Nov. 22, 2016 

Jan. 21, 2017 Dec. 21, 2016 Jan. 10, 2017 

March 11, 2017 Feb. 10, 2017 Feb. 28, 2017 

May 6, 2017 April 7, 2017 April 25, 2017 

June 3, 2017 May 9, 2017 May 24, 2017 

Test Date Registration 
Deadline 

Late Registration 
Deadline  

(fees apply) 

Sept. 10, 2016 Aug. 6, 2016 Aug. 6-19, 2016 

Oct. 22, 2016 Sept. 16, 2016 Sept. 17-30, 2016 

Dec. 10, 2016 Nov. 4, 2016 Nov. 5-18, 2016 

Feb 11, 2017 Jan 13, 2017 Jan. 14-20, 2017 

April 8, 2017 March 3, 2017 March 4-17, 2017 

June 10, 2017 May 5, 2017 May 6-19, 2017 

Register online at https://sat.collegeboard.org/home  

Register online at www.actstudent.org  

 
If you would like to take the SAT and/or ACT test and you 
receive free or reduced lunch, please see your counselor. 

http://www.rockwallisd.com/rockwall/counseling-center-2 
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Foreign Language: 

 Helpful Websites: 

 ASL Pro—www.aslpro.com 

 French & Spanish Verb Practice—conjuguemos.com 

 Spanish Grammar Tutorials—www.youtube.com/watch?v=mE8LnJ3BDb8 

 Spanish Grammar Practice—www.studyspanish.com/tutorial.htm 

 Spanish Reading & Listening Comprehension—www.123teachme.com/

learn_spanish 

 Online Foreign Language Textbooks 

 French—www.classzone.com/cz/books/french_1/book_home.htm?state=TX  

 Spanish: Realidades 2—www.phschool.com (web code: jdk-0001) 

 Spanish: Realidades 3—www.phschoolc.om(web code: jek-0001) 

 Quizlets: 

 Realidades 1—quizlet.com/AlishaBridges/folders/sp1-realidades 

 Realidades 2—quizlet.com/AlishaBridges/folders/sp2-realidades 

 Realidades 3—quizlet.com/AlishaBridges/folders/sp3-realidades 

Science: 
 Helpful Websites: 

 AP Biology tutorial videos—
www.youtube.com/user/bozemanbiology 

 Physics—www.physicsclassroom.com 
 A Plus Physics—www.aplusphysics.com  

 Online Science Textbooks 
 Pre-AP Biology & Regular Biology—www.my.hrw.com 
 AP Biology—ebooks.bfwpub.com/hillis1e.php 
 AP Biology Companion Book—bcs.whfreeman.com/hillis1e/#t_667501 
 Anatomy—www.g-wonlinetextbooks.com (Login: rockisd01  |  Password: anatomy14) 
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English: 

 Melinda Wright—private tutor 

 STAAR Remediation workbooks (see an English teacher for copies) 

 Helpful Websites: 

 Khan Academy—www.khanacademy.org 

 SAT online—sat.collegeboard.org 

 4Tests—www.4tests.com/exams 

 Amazing Grades Tutoring (972.974.5266) —www.amazinggrades4u.com 

 Online English Textbooks—www.my.hrw.com 

 English 1—Login: rhsfresh  |  Password: 12345 

 English 2—Login: rhssoph  |  Password: 12345 

 English 3—Login: rhsjr  |  Password: 12345 

 English 4—Login: rhssr  |  Password: 12345 

Math: 
 Helpful Websites: 

 Khan Academy—www.khanacademy.org 
 Purple Math Online Tutorials—www.purplemath.com 
 Ebackpack—risd.ebackpack.com/login 
 Brightstorm—www.brightstorm.com/math/algebra-2 
 Online Calculator—www.desmos.com/calculator 
 Calculus Homework Support—www.calcchat.com 
 Teacher Websites—found on the Rockwall High School home page 

 Online Math Textbooks—www.my.hrw.com 
 Algebra 2—Password: rockwallalg2 

Social Studies: 

 Keep up with current events via local media (news, newspaper, cnn.com) 

 U.S. History Quizlets—see teacher for particular web site 
 Helpful Websites—World Geography: 

 World Geography Flash Cards—quizlet.com/11242441/world-geography-staar-review-flash-cards 

 I Like 2 Learn—www.ilike2learn.com 

 Lizard Point Map Quizzes—lizardpoint.com/geography 
 Online Map Quizzes—www.mapquiz.net/en 

 World Geography Games—world-geography-games.com/atmosphere.html 

 Helpful Websites—World History 
 World History Crash Course Videos—www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLBDA2E52FB1EF80C9 

 ABC CLIO Database—www.abc-clio.com 

 SDSU World History Big Era—worldhistoryforusall.sdsu.edu/bigeras.php 
 Freeman-pedia—freeman-pedia.wikispaces.com 

 Helpful Websites—U.S. History 

 U.S. History Crash Course Videos—www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8dPuuaLjXtMwmepBjTSG593eG7ObzO7s 
 “America, the Story of Us” - videos on YouTube 

 Helpful Websites—U.S. Government 

 Ucscout.com 

 House.gov 

 Senate.gov 

 Whitehouse.gov 

 Opensecrets.org 

 Billofrightesinstitute.org 

 YouTube—Minute Government videos 

 Helpful Websites—Economics 

 Www.youtube.com/user/mjmfoodie 

 Www.youtube.com/user/ACDCLeadership 

 Dirkmateer.com/econ-topics 

 Www.stlouisfed.org/education_resources 

 Reffonomics.com/reff/index.html 

 Glencoe.mheducation.com/sites/0025694212/

student_view0/chapter1/paul_solman_videos.html 
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